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"FLYINGSAUCER"

REPORT

Air PilotRevises

Theory

SYDNEY,May 26.—Captain

GordonSavage,the pilotwho
reported a "flyingsaucer"near
Canberra this morningsaid to-
nighthe first thoughtit might

be a
Russian plane,but he is

convinced
now that the red and

white
alternatinglightshe saw

wherea
phenomenoncausedby

the planetVenusrisingon the
horizon.

CaptainSavageand First Officer

F. E.
Hastilowwereflyinga D.C.3

freighterfrom Brisbaneto Mel-
bourne and near Canberrawere
turningbackto Sydney, becauseEs-
sendon,was temporarilyclosed,

whentheysaw
lights

to theeastat
3.25 am.

In an
official report to his com-

pany,Hastilowsaid a whitelight
alternated

at 15 secondsintervalto
a red light.Theywere flyingat
3000 feet and the lightswere above

them,appearingsome distanceaway
and movmgin the same northerly

direction at a
considerably

faster
speed.Savageclimbedto 5000feet
to get a betterlook.The object

drew away and eventuallydisap-
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peared,but when the freighter's

navigation, lights.,were turnedoff
the strangelights ahead

re-appeared.

Replying to a radioqueryfrom
the freighter, Mascotcontroltower
saidthatno otherplanewas in
the vicinity. Later Mascottower
pickedup an unusuallightin the
east.
Askedto-nightwhy be had turn-

ed off his
navigation lights,Savage

said:"At thattimeI was quite
convincedit was some foreignob-
jectin the sky.I thoughtit might

be some otheraircraftthatdid not
wantme to see him.I

immediately

thoughtof a Russianplanethat
mightbe havinga lookroundour
coastline.

I turnedtowardit and
triedto chaseit, but it

disappear-

ed."
Savage said he ruledout his first

beliefthat the lightscame from
the planetbecausehe couldsee no
otherstarsand believedthe night
to be

cloudless.
He laterlearned

therewas high cirruscloudshiding

the otherstarswhileVenusrose
fromthe horizon"witha glareof
lighton a black

background.

It
was

impossible
to tell the distance.

I couldonlycompareit withair-
craft navigation lights."


